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October 15, 2017 

Social Justice Sunday 

 

“A service of Messages & Music” 

 

Presented in partnership with 

The Butler Interfaith Network 
 

“In these days of difficulty, we Americans 

everywhere must and shall choose the path 

of social justice…, the path of faith, the 

path of hope, and the path of love toward 

our fellow man.” 

             -- Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 
 
 
 
 



 
God give us the strength 
to transcend setbacks and pain 
to put our difficulties into perspective 
 

God give us the strength 
to fight all forms of injustice 
whether they be subtle or easily apparent 
 

God give us the strength 
to take the road less traveled 
and more disturbing 
 

God give us the strength 
to preserve 
to reach out to those in need 
may we abandon none of your creations 
 

May we never become callous or apathetic 
because of our own disappointments 
 

May our personal pain never be used as 
an excuse to stop heeding your call 
 

God give us the strength 
to continually strive to do more 
 

Let us always strive to give 
even if we ourselves feel alone or impoverished 
 

For we must always strive 
to reach beyond ourselves 
 

~ from the Jewish faith Service of Healing, Regaining Your balance 

__________________________________ 

Order of Service for Worship  
 

Social Justice Sunday   

October 15, 2017  

Eleven O’clock, A.M. 
 
 

Rev. Dr. James E. Swanson 

Rev. Verna Call, Cantor Michal Gray-Schaffer 

Elder Brian Graff, Mitchell Hortert 

 Organist/Music Director: Beverly Antis 
   



THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE ~ ALL ARE WELCOME HERE ! 

Even as the world seeks to judge or divide us according  

to our economic, racial and ethnic groups, ages, gender, 

abilities, preferences, politics and theological positions, we 

believe that there should be no such division. 

 

Our congregation is strengthened through difference and 

diversity, and in the name of our Lord, we welcome all  

who come seeking refuge and healing from condemnation, 

prejudice and discrimination. 

 

* = Those who are able, please stand 

 

PRELUDE         Alleluia, Alleluia BYRD/WISE 

CHORAL INTOIT              I Will Worship The Lord John Rutter 

  

PROCLAMATION 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 315G  

  In the Midst of New Dimensions NEW DIMENSIONS 

*OPENING PRAYER                   

*GREETINGS OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP  

INTRODUCTION 

FIVE MINUTES FOR MISSION ~ Ananias Mission 

 

HYMN OF ILLUMINATION 324B  

Open My Eyes That I May See  OPEN MY EYES 
 

 

   
PSALM 24: 1, GENESIS 1: 28 & 2: 15 (Pew Bible OT p. 436) 

  (Pew Bible OT p. 1 & 2) 

 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

“Our Role In God’s Creation”  Cantor Michal Gray-Schaffer 

 

HYMN 554B  Let All Things Now Living ASH GROVE  

 

 



AMOS 8: 4 – 10  (Pew Bible OT p. 749) 

 Leader:  Here ends our second reading. 

 People:  Praise be to you, O God. 

“Trampling the Needy”  Rev. Dr. James Swanson 

 

HYMN 760G Bring Many Names WESTCHASE 

 

PSALM 23  (Pew Bible OT p. 435) 

 Leader:  Our Psalm for today, 

 People:   Glory to you, our Heavenly Host. 

“Who Is Your Shepherd?”  Mitchell Hortert 

 

HYMN 132M  We are the Church Alive CHURCH ALIVE  

 

MICAH 6: 6 – 8  (Pew Bible OT p. 754) 

 Leader:  The Word of our Lord. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 

“Final Thoughts On Social Justice”  Rev. Verna Call 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN  Beverly Antis 

  

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, GIFTS 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM With heart and hands John Rutter 

                   (Congregation joins in singing.) 
      
 

*DOXOLOGY 750G 

                   Goodness Is Stronger than Evil  GOODNESS IS STRONG          

               

*LITANY OF PEACE AND JUSTICE 

    Leader: O God, You have called us to peace, for you are Peace itself. 

    People: May we have the vision to see that each of us, in  some 
                 measure, can help to realize these aims: 

    Leader: Where there are ignorance and superstition, 

    People: Let there be enlightenment and knowledge. 

    Leader: Where there are prejudice and hatred, 

    People: Let there be acceptance and love. 

    Leader: Where there are fear and suspicion, 

    People: Let there be confidence and trust. 



    Leader: Where there are tyranny and oppression, 

    People: Let there be freedom and justice. 

    Leader: Where there are poverty and disease, 

    People: Let there be prosperity and health. 

    Leader: Where there are strife and discord, 

    People: Let there be harmony and peace. 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN 473B   

                                  For the Beauty of the Earth                                      DIX  

 
*THE BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE   Robert Wetzler 

 May God Bless & Keep You  

 
*A TIME OF SILENCE 
 

*THE CHARGE & DISMISSAL  

Leader: Now we go forth from this place 

 with renewed inspiration to do the work of God. 

 Seek good, not evil, love goodness 

 and establish justice. 

 This is the greatest offering we can make; 

 Letting justice roll down like waters, 

 And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

With love for our neighbors, 

go in peace and serve the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 
*POSTLUDE Bourree BACH/KIRKLAND 

 ________________________________________________ 
 

JOIN US FOR A FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON: 

All are welcome after Worship to gather for a time of 
fellowship…and food!  Join us in the Assembly Room on the 1st 
floor directly below the sanctuary.      

Hosting today:  Friends of the Interfaith Network. 
 

 
 

The Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Are provided courtesy of: 

The Interfaith Group 

 

 



WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

 
Music Director:  Beverly Antis 
 
Chancel Choir (in alphabetical order):  Jennie Benson, Amy Cannard, 

Leanne Heaton, Jessica Oliver, Frank Paden, Pam Patterson, Darla 

Peterson, Mary Reefer, Ian Steward, Chas Tanner, Nathan Turley, 

Gideon Zoeller 

Instrumentalists  (SRU Brass):  

Trumpets:  Craig Gill, Jennifer Foster 

Horn:  Roslyn Heald 

Trombones:  Nathan Turley, David Vevers  

 

    
 
 

 
 
Help us accept each other as God accepts us;Help us accept each other as God accepts us;Help us accept each other as God accepts us;Help us accept each other as God accepts us;    
Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.    
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believeBe present, Lord, among us and bring us to believeBe present, Lord, among us and bring us to believeBe present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe    
We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.    

Teach us, O Lord, your Teach us, O Lord, your Teach us, O Lord, your Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily lifelessons, as in our daily lifelessons, as in our daily lifelessons, as in our daily life    
We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.    
Teach us to care to people, for all, not just for some,Teach us to care to people, for all, not just for some,Teach us to care to people, for all, not just for some,Teach us to care to people, for all, not just for some,    
To love them as we find them or as they may become.To love them as we find them or as they may become.To love them as we find them or as they may become.To love them as we find them or as they may become.    

Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be movedLet your acceptance change us, so that we may be movedLet your acceptance change us, so that we may be movedLet your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved    
In livinIn livinIn livinIn living situations to do the truth in love;g situations to do the truth in love;g situations to do the truth in love;g situations to do the truth in love;    
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heartTo practice your acceptance, until we know by heartTo practice your acceptance, until we know by heartTo practice your acceptance, until we know by heart    
The table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.The table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.The table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.The table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.    

Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need,Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need,Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need,Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need,    
Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,    
WeWeWeWe    need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;    
Renew us with your spirit; Lord, free us, make us one!Renew us with your spirit; Lord, free us, make us one!Renew us with your spirit; Lord, free us, make us one!Renew us with your spirit; Lord, free us, make us one!    

     --Fred Kaan 1974, for the World Council of Churches 



 

Butler Interfaith Network 

We are a collaboration of area religious 

leaders, lay leaders, and community 

organizers who affirm the spirituality  

of all persons of faith, particularly 

members of the LGBTQ community.  

  

For the past six years, we have provided 

peer pastoral support, community  

support and programs of inclusion.   

 

For information or to join us email: 

butlerinterfaith@zoominternet.net 

PFLAG Pittsburgh 
*Meets 2

nd
 Sunday/month 2:00 pm 

at Persad Center  

5301 Butler St. Pgh, PA 15201 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Worships at 11am Sundays  

(&10am Summer) 

Please join us!   

Questions call 724-287-7731 

www.covenantbutler.org   

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

October 15, 2017 

Covenant Presbyterian Church, Butler, PA 

 

 “Celebrations…Cards…and Caring” 
 

 
Reminder: 

TODAY IS THE DEADLINE  

to make your reservations! 

 
 

“A Celebration of Pastor Jim  
& Karen’s Ministry” 

 (Pastor Jim’s Pre-Retirement Dinner) 
 

����  This Saturday, October 21st ���� 

@ 6 pm ~ Assembly Room 
 

 

    

                                Clergy Appreciation SundayClergy Appreciation SundayClergy Appreciation SundayClergy Appreciation Sunday    

Next Sunday, October 22nd! 

 

Following the worship service on  

October 22nd, you will have the opportunity 

during Fellowship Hour to express your 

appreciation to Pastor Jim (and his family!) 

for all the blessings and benefits of their ministry, 

love and riendship!   

Please bring a thank you card…extend a hand in 

friendship… write a personal note… and/or bring a gift card to 

present to the Swansons as a token of your appreciation.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

You will find installment #24 of the book “Through Succeeding 

Years” - an historical account of the history of First Presbyterian 

Church from 1813-1938 - in this morning’s bulletin. Future 

installments will be forthcoming.     

(Back issues available in the narthex.) 

 

Meetings this Week at Covenant– 

 
Butler Area Presbyterian Churches  

(Joint Meeting at Covenant this month) 

Tomorrow, Monday, October 16th  
@ 7:00PM ~ Assembly Room  

 

����� 

 
Butler Interfaith Meeting 

This Tuesday, October 17th  
@ 1:30PM ~ Assembly Room 

 

����� 

 
Session & Transition Team (Combined Meeting) 

This Wednesday, October 18th 

@ 7:00PM ~ in the Sanctuary 

Special Guest:   

Alan Adams, Executive Presbyter 

 

Session is being held in the Sanctuary since the  
Assembly Room will be set for the Swanson Dinner. 

 
 
 

Collection  
Week ~ November 13-20, 2017 

 



Your filled shoebox(es) for Operation Christmas Child can be 

brought to the church library any time until November 

12th when there will be a time of blessing as we pray for this 

important ministry.  The boxes will then be delivered to St. John's 

Reformed Church that week.   

Thank you, 
Audrey Carlson (Coordinator) 

 

 

If your birthday falls anywhere from  

July 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017 

 
You are invited: 

 

A  BIG All-Inclusive Birthday 

Celebration at— 

        “Kings Family Restaurant”  
 (located beyond Butler High School, New Castle Rd.) 

 

Monday, October 30th @12 Noon 
 

PLEASE RSVP:  
Please let Nancy Rice know 

if you will be attending (724-256-5366) 

   Birthday Cake provided - No gifts required  

*Each person is responsible for the cost of their meal. 
 
 
 
 

Butler Meals on Wheels Fundraiser  
 

Beef Pot Roast & Biscuit  

OR Creamed Chicken & Biscuit 
 

 

This Tuesday, October 17th, 2017 
 

At St. Peter’s AngAt St. Peter’s AngAt St. Peter’s AngAt St. Peter’s Anglican Social Halllican Social Halllican Social Halllican Social Hall    
218 E. Jefferson St., Butler 

~ Serving from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. ~ 

Cost:  $ 8.50 – Presale  / $ 9.00 – At the Door 

$ 5.00 – Children 10 and under 
 



For Tickets or Inquiries:For Tickets or Inquiries:For Tickets or Inquiries:For Tickets or Inquiries:            

Meals on Wheels Office @ 724-285-3815 
 

Open to the Public ~ Carry-outs Available 
 
Butler Meals on Wheels provides and delivers subsidized or low-
cost nutritious hot meals (and sandwiches) with a friendly visit to 
senior citizens in the Butler area who are home-bound and live 
alone. 
 

 

 

 

Dear Covenant Friends,  

 

Thank you for your kindness and sympathy at our dad’s 

passing. (James W. Prichard, age 92, on September 23, 2017 

in Tucson, Arizona). 

John Prichard & Bill Prichard 

 

 

Providing a Solid Foundation 
With gratitude and great appreciation we 

thank Dave Loebell, Bob Mathias and Larry 

Morrison (our property trio) who replaced 

crumbling cement on our walkways with an 

entire new cement pad at the Westside of the main church yard 

and a patch on the pad at the Newcastle St. entrance, as well as 

other problem areas.   

Prayer Concerns        
PRAYER CORDON:  Tuesdays at 12 noon in the Church Library. 

To request prayer, contact Virginia at 724-287-3920. 
 

Bill Jamieson – had knee replacement surgery Friday, 

October 13 at Butler Memorial Hospital 

Ralph A. Nicholas III – admitted to Butler Hospital, ICU 

(Room 5216) on Wednesday, October 11th  

Birthdays: 

Harrison Severn-Brown (Oct. 21st ~ turning 17!) 

Mitchell Hortert (Oct. 22nd) 



Bryce Edward Butler (Oct. 22nd ~ turning 3 !) 
--Jason & Stephanie Butler’ son   
--Betty Butler’s great-grandson  

Ellie Walchesky  (Oct. 22nd) 
 

Anniversaries: 

Bob & Mary Lee Marten ~ Oct. 15th  

Andrew & Shari Swanson ~ Oct. 20th  (their 10th!) 

 

 

 

 

 

      TO: 

 
   Reverend Swanson, Session,  
   Congregation of Covenant  
   Presbyterian Church, 
 
Dear Jim, 

 
Would you thank the kind and loving members of the 

Covenant Presbyterian Church for recognition they gave 
Jennie and me during worship and the social hour on Sunday, 
October 1st.  Included in that word of thanks is my 
appreciation for the variety of gifts you/they presented to me.  
Also, Jennie sends her love to all of you and her thanks for the 
beautiful roses. 
 

It was a pleasure and honor to minister to Covenant in 
various ways for the past 19 years and I was so sad to 
announce that I was stepping down from preaching at the 
worship service on Sunday, August 13. 
 

The congregation shared their love and positively 
responded to my preaching and interaction with them.  Jennie 
and I treasure the friendship we have and hope and plan to 
continue with you and Karen.  
 

My prayer will continue for Covenant as you retire and they 
seek God’s will for them in the months to come.  They are 
indeed God’s people and willingly and effectively share the 
love of Christ. 

Thanks to all, 

Rev. J. & Jennie 
 

 


