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~ Order of Service ~ 

** = Please stand, as able 

The Gathering 

SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS               Presented Before the Live Broadcast  

 

PRELUDE  The World’s Desire ~ Haan 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INTROIT 106 v.2 Prepare the Way, O Zion           BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 

Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 

O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 

  

THE PROCLAMATION 

 

Covenant Presbyterian 
Church 



** PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

**HYMN 87  Comfort, Comfort Now My People                     GENEVAN 42 

 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE ~ The Candle of Peace 

Elder John Reefer & Mary Reefer 

We look for Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, to come; 

Let us be doing the things that make for peace. 

 Mary: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.   

  Advent means coming. Even as we celebrate the birth of   

  our Lord in Bethlehem so long ago, we are preparing   

  ourselves for the return of our Lord Jesus as he comes   

  again in glory!  The first candle called us to hope. The   

  second candle calls us to seek peace. 

 John: Listen to the voice of the prophet Isaiah: “For a child has been  

  born for us, a son given to us authority rests upon his shoulders;  

  and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  

  Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and  

  there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his  

  kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and   

  righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal  

  of the Lord of hosts will do this.” 

 Both: Let the light of this second candle shine boldly in our lives,   

  reminding us to seek peace through our Lord the Prince of Peace!  

  And let us walk in the light of the Lord.  

 Congregation: Loving God, the violence, inequality, and oppression in  

   our world and in our very own neighborhoods is   

   unending. Bring healing, bring peace, and bring change  

  through us. Be with us as we embody the actions and outcomes  

  of peace for which we pray. Send your Spirit to stir us up, to  

  afflict the comfortable, so that we might truly live out the gospel 

  and our lived might foster real change. Open the doors for your  

  light to flood the darkness, for your  peace to cover all the earth.  

  Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     VENI EMMANUEL 

 O Come, Desire of nations, bind 

 All peoples in one heart and mind; 

 Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

 Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION & CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin 

of this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people 

divided against ourselves  as we cling to the values of a broken world. The 

profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas. The 

fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation 

against nation. We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of 

intellect and reason, and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 

Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve you 

in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.  

  

A TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Pastor: The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners. 



People:  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might 

be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. 

Pastor:   I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

People:  Amen! 

 

**RESPONSE 581    Glory Be to the Father                 GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

**THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Leader: May hope, peace, joy, & love be yours in abundance this Advent. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 

The Word 

**ILLUMINATION 347 v.2    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence             PICARDY  

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 

he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

 

OT LESSON  Malachi 3: 1 – 4                                 Pew Bible P.778 

 Liturgist: This, is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

  

CANTIC Luke 1: 68 – 79 Hymn 109 Blest Be the God of Israel                MERLE’S TUNE              
     

NT LESSON  Philippians 1: 3 – 11                              Pew Bible P.955 

 Liturgist: Here ends the reading of the Epistle. 

 People: Praise be to You, O Lord! 

**GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3: 1 – 6                      Pew Bible P.834 

 Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord. 

 People: Glory to You, O Christ! 

 

**CANTICLE B14 v.2   Savior of the Nations Come     NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

From the Godhead forth you came, And return unto the same, 

Captive leading death and hell. High the song of triumph swell! 

 

SERMON  Wilderness Directive                                    PASTOR JOHN 

 

SERMON RESPONSE 108 v.3 Of the Father’s Love Begotten    DIVINIUM MYSTERIUM 

O that birth forever blessed when the Virgin, full of grace, 

by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 

evermore and evermore! Amen. 

 

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          

During Advent we will affirm our faith via song. 

 HYMN 86  The People Who Walked in Darkness               ISAIAH 9 

 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Eucharist 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES, OFFERINGS, & GIFTS 
 
**DOXOLOGY 144 v.4  In the Bleak Midwinter             CRANHAM 



What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

**UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Holy One, this Advent season we wait in peace, And we give in peace. A 

peace deeper than our anxiety and fear. A peace growing from our trust in 

your loving power. Receive these gifts and offerings, and use them to bring 

your peace to our world, through Christ, our Lord, the Prince of peace. Amen.  

The Sending 

MINUTE FOR WORSHIP           BRIAN GRAFF 

 

**HYMN 96 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                WINCHESTER NEW 

 

**THE CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

 

**FINAL RESPONSE 92 While We Are Waiting Come               WAITING (Cason) 

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 

POSTLUDE  Born in Bethlehem ~ Walcha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offerings, Tithes, & Gifts:  

A) Mail: CPC 230 E. Jefferson St. Butler, PA 16001 

B) Online: www.covenantbutler.org ,click the green “Donate” button   

C) Mobile: “Give Plus Church” App, search Covenant Presby Butler 
 

Fellowship Hour: Thanks to everyone who brought a dish for our Grinchmas 

pot-luck luncheon today. Opportunities to host in January are available. Sign-up 
in the assembly room. 
 

 

    Prayer 

  Concerns 
If you have a prayer request, 

please contact the Prayer 

Cordon: Virginia Lokovich 

724-287-3920, Jane Hall 

724-287-5410, Pastor John 412-779-6148, the church office 724-287-7731 or 
covenantprayers@zoominternet.net. 

Amy Cannard, sharing joy, for now owning her home! 
Professional Travelers, prayers for mercy, common sense, & getting there safe. 
Peggy McGuirk, COVID positive, currently with sinus infection & tiredness. 
Dale Blewett of Cincinnati, OH, brother of David Blewett, in radiation treatment 
for cancer; 
Pam Patterson, in her continuing rehabilitation; 
Bob Moore, Pam’s brother, as he works through chemotherapy treatments; 
Leanne Heaton, exploring next steps for a kidney transplant; 
John and Gail Walchesky, and Aunt Jenny, relatives of Connie Swartzfeger, with 
health concerns: John and Gail with Covid illness and 93 year-old Aunt Jenny 
struggling from a recent fall. 

http://www.covenantbutler.org/
mailto:covenantprayers@zoominternet.net

